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MANIPULATION IN BRITISH POLITICAL DISCOURSE
(BASED ON NATIONAL AND CULTURAL VALUES)

The article discusses the use of national and cultural values as a means of manipulation by
political leaders in their speeches in order to achieve the goals set in the British political discourse.
The main goal of political leaders is to influence or maintain political power by influencing the minds
of recipients and attracting them to their side. In this regard, manipulation, and especially the means
of manipulation, is of great importance in political discourse. It is also noteworthy that British
political leaders use tools of manipulation based on national and cultural values in British political
discourse. British values are firmly rooted in the country’s historical traditions. These values are
protected by laws and traditions. Every member of British society unequivocally respects and protects
these values and traditions. Concepts such as the democratic principles inherent in the public
consciousness, the rule of law, individual freedom, tolerance of different denominations and active
participation in public life are of vital importance to the British, and especially to the English.
Because in the British political discourse, national and cultural values are closely linked with
the English mentality and identity. Since the concept of values is specific to each community, they can
be used in different forms and for different purposes. Given that the British are more conservative
as a nation, it is clearer how important national-moral and cultural values are to them. In terms
of semantic meaning, values can belong to different areas. Since national-moral and cultural values
are of a collective nature, they can be considered as a ready-made means of “psychological influence .
British national and cultural values are a manifestation of the British public consciousness and are
based on the country s historical traditions. The use of national and cultural values, which are deeply
rooted in English public opinion and memory, as a means of manipulation is interesting, which are
illustrated in the article with examples.
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means of speech, political leader, political power.

Political discourse means “any form of speech,
subject of speech, addressee or anything of this nature”
that belongs to the field of politics from a functional
point of view [6, p. 34]. The essence of political
discourse is the struggle for power, and in their
speeches, political leaders use a variety of linguistic
and stylistic means and a variety of rhetorical styles to
convey to the listener, to influence his consciousness.

This article focuses on how and in what form
political leaders use national and cultural values in their
speeches as a means of manipulation them in order to
achieve the goals set in the British political discourse.

The point is that in the political discourse
of the United Kingdom and the United States, the two
largest English-speaking countries in the world,
the way of thinking of the people living in those
countries is very important. And we can note that this
way of thinking is unique to the bearers of Anglo-
American political culture, which has a special place
among the world’s political cultures. Although they
speak the same language, each of these countries has
its own national political discourse. In addition to
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the general features of this political discourse, there
are also mental features that belong to each of them
separately. This is due to their linguocultural way
of thinking. In general, when studying the political
discourse of Great Britain and America, it can be
concluded that the only thing that “distinguishes”
the two English-speaking peoples can be “concepts
rooted in the mental world of people and considered
the core of culture” [3, p. 62].

The concept of national and cultural values is
equally reflected in one way or another in British
and American political discourse. Even in terms
of the semantic meaning they express, they do not
differ, except for some concepts. In every culture
there are important cultural elements called “basic
concepts”. The following are the most common
concepts in the collection of political values that
have emerged in the speeches of British politicians
and are frequently developed: home, history,
compassion, privacy, creativity, common sense,
fairness, democracy, freedom, tolerance, individual
freedom, equality, liberty, decency, justice and, etc.
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In his speech on immigration in Staffordshire in
2014, Cameron’s emphasis on these values, national
and cultural concepts, shows how British politicians
are connected to the English mentality and English
identity. They try to make the most of this sensitivity
when speaking in front of their audience: “When I think
about what makes me proud to be British, yes, it's our
history, our values, our creativity, our compassion.
But there is something else too. I am extremely proud
that together we have built a successful, multi racial
democracy. A country where, in 1 or 2 generations,
people can come with nothing, and rise as high as
their talent allows. A country whose success has been
founded not on building separate futures, but rather
on coming together to build a common home” [15].

Russian linguist Y.I. Sheygal notes that in political
discourse, since political values are of a collective
nature, there can be no question of “one person’s
position”. He then refers to the book by the American
political scientist and scholar M.J. Edelman (Murray
Jacob Edelman: The Symbolic Uses of Politics-1964,
115) and continuing his opinion writes that “in
political discourse it is important not only accuracy,
but also the generality of assessments of public
interests” [7, p. 69].

Speaking of British values, it should be noted
that they are firmly rooted in the country’s historical
traditions. These values are protected by laws,
traditions and expectations. Every member of British
society must unequivocally respect and preserve
those values and traditions. According to British
values and norms of life, concepts such as extremism
and intolerance have no place in British society. The
concepts that have been passed down from generation
to generation as fundamental values in the UK
are: l.democracy; 2.the rule of law; 3.individual
liberty; 4.tolerance of those with different faiths
and beliefs; (participation in community life) [11].

An analysis of the speeches of British politicians
and political leaders shows that the concept of national
and cultural values in the country’s political
discourse is closely linked with the English mentality
and identity. British politicians also take this factor
into account in their public speeches and dig into
history to create an effect on the listener’s thinking,
conveying to them the paths and difficulties of their
ancestors in verbal and non-verbal ways (showing
chronicles of historical events, pictures, etc.).
Consider an example. Commenting on Scotland’s
secession from the United Kingdom in February
2014, David Cameron said: “Over 3 centuries we
have lived together, worked together and frankly
we've got together: getting married, having children,

moving back and forward across our borders. Such
is the fusion of our bloodlines that my surname goes
back to the West Highlands and, by the way, I am as
proud of my Scottish heritage as I am of my English
or my Welsh heritage. The name Cameron might
mean ’crooked nose’, but the clan motto is ’let us
unite’, and that is exactly what our islands and our
nations have done [8, p. 32].

Apparently, Cameron is digging into history,
trying to do his best to preserve the unity and integrity
of Great Britain. This tradition is reflected in the public
speeches of all British politicians and continues to
this day. Consider an example from Tony Blair’s
speech in 2000 entitled British Identity and Society:
“Britain is stronger together, than separated apart.
True Britishness lies in our values not unchanging
institutions. Standing up for Britain means fighting
for British values, ...” [10]. In this example, Blair
calls on his listeners to take ownership of Britain’s
unity and integrity and to preserve the existing unity.

It is necessary to emphasize one issue. In the UK,
the leaders of the two leading parties, the Conservative
and Labor parties, have been advocating the values
that their parties support in their political campaigns.
However, both parties consider the values they
support as national values and try to condemn
the other side by referring to them in their speeches.
Research shows that although parties prefer different
values, they share a common point; these values are
the values of the whole country. For example, in
a 2014 article in the Daily Mail, Cameron stressed
that all citizens of the country should have values
such as equality and the rule of law. With this view,
he sought to justify the weakening of British identity
in the country, arguing that the weakening of values
such as British identity had led to an increase in
extremist sentiment within the country, especially
among immigrants: “A failure to promote ’British
values’ in a muscular way is allowing extremism to
grow in the UK. The values I'm talking about — a belief
in freedom, tolerance of others, accepting personal
and social responsibility, respecting and upholding
the rule of law — are the things we should try to live
by every day. To me they’re as British as the Union
flag, as football, as fish and chips” [14]

According to Cameron, not only immigrants in
Britain, but also the British must respect and protect
English national and cultural values. He argues that
British values should be studied more deeply, especially
in English schools, and that students should study
historical documents, especially the “Magna Carta”,
adopted in 1215, which paved the way for the rule
of law and parliamentary democracy in the country.
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The article focuses on the issue of British identity
and emphasizes the importance of learning English
for immigrants.

D.Cameron writes that without knowing English,
it would be difficult to get used to British culture
and English values, to get to their essence: “We are
making sure new immigrants can speak English,
because it will be more difficult for them to understand
these values, and the history of our institutions, if they
can 't speak our language” [14].

Since British traditions and national-cultural
values are very important for British society, British
politicians attach great importance not only to
manipulating this issue in the public consciousness,
but also to the deeper study, promotion, protection
and respect of these values in the country. Speaking
on extremism and the scourge of extremism in
Birmingham on July 20, 2015, Cameron reiterates
the importance of integrating immigrants into British
society, in this process the UK again emphasizes its
traditions and values, reaffirms their importance in
the construction of the British House. He says: “We
are all British. We respect democracy and the rule
of law. We believe in freedom of speech, freedom
of the press, freedom of worship, equal rights
regardless of race, sex, sexuality or faith. We believe
in respecting different faiths but also expecting
those faiths to support the British way of life. These
are British values. And are underpinned by distinct
British institutions. Our freedom comes from our
Parliamentary democracy. The rule of law exists
because of our independent judiciary. This is the home
that we are building together” [13].

It is obvious that the unity in the country,
the preservation of this unity is always the main line
in the speeches of the country’s leaders.

Political people wuse various means to
manipulate public opinion. Along with the lexical
and stylistic means of language, other means also
play an important role here. The national-spiritual,
cultural heritage, religious ceremonies and beliefs
rooted in the memory of the people and passed
down from generation to generation are, of course,
considered to be such means. The interesting thing
is that in the process of political communication,
theinformationtransmitted by the speakertothelistener
takes time to make an impact, or rather, the listener
begins to “process” in his brain from the moment he
receives the information delivered to him. He tries
to find out how true or false the information is. The
impact of information begins after the “processing”
process. Politicians and political leaders understand
this very well. Accurate and talented speakers try
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to use such means in their speeches in political
campaigns that the listener does not need to “process”
the information transmitted to them and accepts it as
it is. Such tools, as we have noted, are concepts that
are deeply rooted in the memory of the people and do
not require “discussion and analysis”. Usually, during
this type of speech manipulation, the addressee
(listener) is exposed in such a way that he perceives
the information given to him as objective information.
As the Russian linguist G.V.Pushkareva noted, “the
manipulator always resorted to such covert means
that people are deprived of the opportunity to receive
information critically, to judge independently and to
make decisions” [1, p. 90].

According to political experts, manipulation
ofpublic opinion in the modern world is one of the most
effective mechanisms as a means of ensuring political
stability in the country in general.

Theresa May, the leader of the Conservative Party
from2016to 2019 and the Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom (she was the Home Secretary of the United
Kingdomin2015(2010-2016)), said thisin2015 when
she spoke about the need for the entire British public
to come together to fight extremism: “Our definition
of extremism is ‘“the vocal or active opposition to
fundamental British values, including democracy,
the rule of law, individual liberty and the mutual
respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs”.
To highlight the value of these values to the British,
she again goes back in time, noting that these values
were passed down from generation to generation, not
just from the air:

“Because our values haven't just sprung out
of nowhere. They have evolved over centuries
in response to our political, cultural, religious
andintellectual history. We believe inreligious freedom
because the alternative is conflict and bloodshed.
We believe in democracy because the alternative
leads to the arbitrary abuse of power. We believe in
equality because the alternative is discrimination
and suffering. We believe in our values because they
are what make a successful society” [9].

As noted above, when analyzing the political
speeches of British politicians, political leaders
and Prime Ministers, one aspect is generally more
prominent: maintaining and strengthening the unity
of all the peoples of the United Kingdom. This is
a problem that British politicians, political engineers
and heads of state are aware of and constantly
“control”. Some researchers claim that the history
of this problem dates back to 1707, when the British
people and the British identity were formed. At
that time, an official union act was signed between
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England and Scotland, and “it was agreed that
the official name of the state created under this act
would be Great Britain” [2, p. 77].

Prime Minister David Cameron uses a persuasive
strategy to address patriotism in a referendum on
Scottish independence in February 2014, raising
patriotism to the level of social value: “And
I passionately hope that my children will be able to
teach their children the same, that the stamp on their
passport is a mark of pride that together, these islands
really do stand for something more than the sum
of our parts, they stand for bigger ideals, nobler
causes, greater values. Our great United Kingdom:
brave, brilliant, buccaneering, generous, tolerant,
proud — this is our country. And we built it together.
Brick by brick: Scotland, England, Wales, Northern
Ireland. Brick by brick” [12].

Political discourse is considered an important part
of national culture. When we look at the linguistic
landscape of the political world, we see the emergence
of complex mental units (concept, stereotype,
scenario, conceptual field, value, etc.) belonging to
each nation in political communication and political
discourse. When talking about national-moral
and cultural values in political discourse, it is very
important what level they occupy in the political
consciousness of individuals, society and the people
as a whole. Because when we say values, we mean
things that “subjects of political activity (specific
people, political movements, political parties
and their representatives) consider very important
for themselves and declare their readiness to fight for
them” [5, p. 39].

Of course, national and cultural values are a broad
concept. According to A.P.Chudinov, it is expedient
to generalize the political values used for the purpose
of manipulation in the following order:

1) higher values — man, mankind, humanity,

2) material values — natural resources, products
of labor, tools and their reproduction necessary for
the existence of mankind, humanity;

3) values related to social life — various social
institutions created during the progressive development

of mankind and social institutions necessary for the life
of society: family, nation, class, state;

4) Moral life and cultural values—scientific knowledge,
philosophical, moral, aesthetic and other ideas, ideas,
norms, ideals designed to meet spiritual needs;

5) Political values — freedom, democracy, human
rights, the rights of the nation, etc. [5, p. 39].

Since it is important for politicians to be in direct
contact with their audience, it is important to work
hard for the audience. Rather, success depends on
how visionary, skilled, educated, and skillful speaker
apolitician is. There is no denying that national-spiritual
and cultural features play an important role in creating
an emotional, expressive effect in the British discourse.

As the Russian philologist N.V. Salnikova noted,
“pragmatism in political communication is mainly
characterized by high intensity, and the power
of speech is the main goal of communication. This
is primarily due to the expression in the speech
of national and cultural values that determine
the political course of the speaker. As national-
cultural values are the basic concepts of the people,
they become an integral part of the national self-
consciousness by forming a unity of views and beliefs
between a political person and the people” [4, p. 7].

Thus, the analysis ofthe political speeches of British
politicians, political leaders and heads of state shows
that maintaining unity in the country is the first task,
and more emphasis is placed on manipulating this
ideology. Since political leaders aim to come to power
and maintain it as the main goal in political discourse
in the pre-election and post-election periods, they
prefer to be closer to the people, to dominate their
thinking, to have their views, in short, to find their
sensitive spots and have them follow him. Examples
of British political discourse show that in the speeches
of leaders, “British-British identity” should be seen
more as a political value used for unity and equality.
However, the frequent reference to the set of national,
spiritual and cultural values that characterize British
political discourse not only strengthens the people’s
views on language, culture and social closeness, but
also strengthens their sense of national identity.
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3eiinanoB Eabaap Aramani. MAHIITYJIOBAHHS HALIIOHAJIBHUX
I KYJIBTYPHUX HIHHOCTEHN Y BPUTAHCBKOMY HOJITUYHOMY JINCKYPCI

Y emammi obeo6oproemuvcs BUKOpUCMAHHA HAYIOHATLHUX MA KYIbIYPHUX YIHHOCMELL K 34C00Y MAHINYIAYIl
ROTIMUYHUMU TI0EPaMU Y CE0IX BUCTYNAX 0151 O0CACHEeHH s Yilell, 6CMAHOBIEHUX Y OPUMAHCLKOMY NOTIMUYHOMY
ouckypci. Tonognoro memoro nomMuYHUX 1i0epie € 6naus abo niompumKka NOAMUYHOI 61a0U, BNAUBAIOUU
Ha ceidomicmb peyunicHmie i 3anyyaiouu ix Ha ceill OiK. Y 36 3Ky i3 yum MaHinyisayis, a ocoonuso 3acoou
MAHInynayii, Maomo eiuxe 3Ha4eHHs 8 NOATMmuYHoMy ouckypci. Takooxc eéapmo 8i03Hauumu, wo OpumMaHcoKi
NOATMUYHI TI0epU UKOPUCTOBYIONMb IHCMPYMEHMU MAHINYIAYIL, 3ACHOBAHUX HA HAYIOHATbHUX MA KYJIbIYPHUX
YIiHHOCMAX, Y NOTIMUYHOMY OUCKYpci Berukobpumanii. Bpumancoki yinnocmi MiyHo 6KOpiHeHi 8 iCMopUyHuUX
mpaouyisax kpainu. Li yinnocmi 3axuweni 3akonamu ma mpaouyismu. Kooicen unen Opumancbko2o cycniibcmaead
00HO3HAYHO NOBAdNCAE MA 3axunyac yi yinnocmi ma mpaouyii. Taxi nonammsi, sk 0eMOKpaAMu4Hi NPUHYUNU,
NPUMAMAHHE CYCRLTbHIT CBIOOMOCMI, 8EPXOBEHCNEO NPABA, C80O00A 0COOUCTNOCTI, MOEPAHMHICIb 00 PI3HUX
KOHbeciti ma akmueHa yuacms y CyCnilbHOMY HCUMIMI MAIOMb HCUMMEBO 8ANCIUBE 3HAYEHHS OJisl OPUMAHYIS,
ocobnuso 0na aueniiuyis. OCKibKU 68 OPUMAHCLKOMY NOMIMUYHOMY OUCKYPCI HAYIOHATbHI ma KYabmypHi
YIHHOCI MICHO N0 'SI3aHI 3 AH2AIUCHLKOI MEeHMAnbHIcmio ma ioenmuyunicmio. OCKiNbKU NOHAMMSsL YiIHHOCMel
Xapakmepue 051 KOHCHOI CRiIbHOMU, X MOX}CHA UKOPUCMOBY8AMU 8 PI3HUX (hopmax ma O pi3HUX yineu.
Ypaxoesyrouu, wo anenitiyi 6invw KOHCEPBAMUBHI K HAYIS, CIMAE 3POYMITIUUM, HACKIILKU 8ANCTUBUMU OIS
HUX € HAYIOHAIbHO-MOPANbHI Ma KYAbmypHi YiHHOCMI. I3 mOouKu 30py CeManHmuiyHo20 3HAYeHHS YIHHOCHI
Modcyme Hanexcamu 00 piznux oonacmeti. OCKitbKu HAYIOHATbHO-MOPATbHI MA KYAbMYPHI YIHHOCII MAionb
KOIeKMUBHULL XapaKmep, iX MOXCHA po321a0amu K 20MO8Ull 3AcCib «NCUX0I02i4H020 8NAU8Y». bpumancoki
HAYIOHAIbHI Ma KYIbMYpPHI YIHHOCMI € NPOSBOM CYCRINbHOIL ceioomocmi Benuxoopumanii ma 6asyromucs Ha
icmopuunux mpaouyisax Kpainu. L{ikasum € 6UKOPUCMAHHS HAYIOHATLHUX MA KYILMYPHUX YIHHOCMEl, SKi
2NUOOKO BKOPIHEH] 8 AHSNTUCHKIL 2POMAOCHKI OyMYi ma nam 'smi, sk 3aco0y MaHinyiayii, wo npoiiocmpo8ano
y cmammi Ha NPUKIaoax.

Knwuosi cnoea: norimuunuii Ouckypc, OpumaHcoKuil NOMMUYHUL OUCKYPC, HAYIOHANbHO-KYIbMYPHI
YIHHOCMIE, MAHINYAAYIS, 3ACO0U MOBU, NOTIMUYHUL TL0ep, NOTITMUYHA 81a0d.
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